
An exhibit exploring wildlife in exurban areas using 
remotely-triggered cameras 

 
Erica Goad 

Graduate Degree Program in Ecology 
Colorado State University 

 



 
 

!ǎ ŀ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ ƴŀǘƛǾŜΣ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²Ŝǎǘ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  wǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ άŜȄǳǊōŀƴέ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
principle land uses in the West.  By 2000, exurban development occupied nearly 15 times the area of higher 
density urbanized development and fully 25% of all private land in the conterminous United States.  However, 
the impact of exurban development on wildlife is poorly understood. 
  
CƻǊ Ƴȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ L ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŜȄǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
affects wildlife and their habitat use.  To do this, I placed 27 remotely-triggered wildlife cameras across the 
landscape northwest of Fort Collins, in the North Fork of the Cache la Poudre watershed near Livermore, 
Colorado.  I wanted to see what wildlife species use habitat in higher-density subdivisions as compared to 
lower density regions, as well as to understand how such use differs across a variety of mammal species.  Each 
camera was in two locations for 6 weeks at a time between May-August 2012 and again from December 2012-
March 2013.   
  
My research revealed some important patterns, including the fact that many animals still use habitat within 
exurban developments.  Finding ways to promote wildlife movement through subdivisions, such as designing 
greenbelts and leaving some open space for corridors, is therefore critical.  Balancing the needs of wildlife and 
people in the context of these changing landscapes will ensure that the wildlife will be around for us to enjoy 
watching them for many generations to come. 
  
The pictures presented in this exhibit were all taken by these remotely-triggered cameras, and provide a 
unique look at the variety of species that share the land with us.  By using cameras, I ensured that my research 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ƻǊ ƘŀǊƳ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
patterns.   Each photo has an accurate date and time stamp of when the photo was taken at the bottom.  
Interesting facts, results from the study, or stories are provided with each photo, so that the photo becomes 
more than just a neat picture ς it becomes a way to learn more about the natural world around us.   
  
My intention is that this exhibit will spark a greater interest in wildlife within the community and will show the 
importance of both private lands and public lands as necessary habitat for a wide variety of species. Many of 
these photos were taken on private land ς ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘǎτand are used with 
ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ 
landowners and interested people with each other, their community, and their environment.  These pictures 
will provide a platform from which conversations between friends, neighbors, and the community may be 
catalyzed about the role of wildlife in their area.  What do you see in your backyard? 



 

This Western bluebird saw the circular lens of the 
camera and, as a cavity-nester, was checking out the 
protective box the camera was in for a potential 
home.  Western bluebirds often nest in tree cavities 
and can be found in small groups searching together 
for fruit and insects to eat. 



 

Bears, like this American 
black bear, are omnivores, so 
they eat both meat and plant 
material.  They also love to 
eat trash!  This bear is in a 
greenbelt in this picture, and 
this study showed that bears 
preferentially use greenbelts, 
or tracts of open space that 
run through high-density 
subdivisions.    
 


